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Dr.  GN  Saibaba  travelled  far  from  his  native  village  Nallamilli,  near
Amalapuram,  in  East  Godavari  District  of  the  undivided  State  of  Andhra
Pradesh,  to  finally  reach  Delhi.  Even  after  settling  in  Delhi,  he  travelled
extensively to several other countries. Now, the Indian State is accusing him
of having connections with the Maoist Secretary and the Central Committee
of  Maoists  in  Dandakarnya  who  are  gathering  adivasis  in  Maad  hills,  to
launch a war against the State. They are even trying to prove that Dr. GN
Saibaba has many aliases, which is widely known as a practice of Maoists
having  multiple  names  to  safeguard  their  real  identity.  The  fact  that  Dr.
Saibaba’s uncompromised conviction is enabling him to travel to all these
places, even with his polio-affected legs (a condition he has suffered since
childhood), is irritating the State. Irritation, here is a small word. The State is
burning with vengeance in the face of Dr. Saibaba’s efficiency and his ability
to lead this long journey with 90 percent disability. While the strength of his
political  conviction  arouses  anger  in  his  enemies,  at  the  same  time,  his
friends  are  astonished  at  his  commitment  to  the  people.  And  everyone
knows that he is a workaholic.

Middle  class  intellectuals,  who  are  supposed  to  understand  his
alternative democratic perspective for this world, have not always been able
to read his conviction and commitment towards the people. This has been
because of the propaganda launched by the State through the police, the
intelligence  and  the  administration.  Some  sections  of  the  middleclass
intelligentsia have gone to the extent of believing the State propaganda that
Dr.  Saibaba,  who is  an Assistant Professor  in  Delhi  University,  residing in
Gywer Hall Warden Quarters in the University campus, is a member of the
central committee of a banned organization in spite of the fact that he was
available for interrogation by the Gadchiroli police twice, once in 2013 and
again  in  early  2014,  at  his  residence  in  the  university.  Even  more
unbelievable has been the propaganda launched through the media after Dr.
Saibaba was arrested. Dr. Saibaba was arrested and produced in Aheri court
in Gadchiroli district. From there, he was moved to the Nagpur Central prison.
At that time, there was a blast in Gadchiroli by Maoists. The media attributed
the reasons for the blast to Dr. Saibaba’s arrest! The media even stated that
it was the negligence of the BJP led Maharashtra Government in predicting
such a retaliatory act by Maoists after the arrest of Dr. Saibaba. Posing it as if
this was the very first blast that occurred in Gadchiroli, the media attempted
to colour the news with its own logic.

The State repression in Gadchiroli has been relentless and brutal. In
the past  two years,  more than 40 people have been killed,  among them



several Maoists and adivasi people. The government has been trampling the
lives and livelihoods of the adivasis in Gadchiroli through a campaign called
Navjeevan. Recently, the police crossed the Indravathi River at Perimili and
Aahiri  border  and  went  to  the  Bijapur  National  Park  area,  and  reached
Gurthul village, which has a radius of 10 kilometers, and brutally killed three
Maoists.  Police even took the bodies  of  the murdered Maoists  along with
them. Such heinous crimes are carried out as part of  the CM Commando
Force.  When  Maoists  revolt  against  such  brutality,  members  of  the
intelligentsia who express ideological solidarity with the Maoists against such
state brutalities  become the target  of  the State.  The State targets  these
intellectuals by accusing them of being a part of the internal structures of the
Maoists. 

In  the  five hours  of  interrogation  conducted by  both  the  Gadchiroli
intelligence and central government intelligence officials, Dr. Saibaba stated
that the Delhi University authorities are against him as he has been a vocal
member  of  the  Delhi  University  Teachers  Association  in  the  struggle  for
reservations  as well  as the struggle against the Four Year Undergraduate
Programme (FYUP)  at  Delhi  University  along  with  his  colleagues.  He also
stated that it is no secret that he has been standing in solidarity with the
people in their war against imperialist forces throughout the world. Further,
he stated that “being the Deputy Secretary of the Revolutionary Democratic
Front  (RDF),  and  as  a  crucial  activist  for  the  Committee  against  War  on
People,  I  am playing  the  role  of  a  responsible  citizen  and  a  responsible
teacher  and  it  does  not  imply  that  I  am  in  any  way  connected  to  the
Maoists”. He repeatedly assured the authorities of his full cooperation even
stating that he will be available as and when the police wanted to interrogate
him as he has been implicated in a case in Aheri where Hem Misra (another
disabled  person),  JNU  student,  and  journalist,  Prashant  Rahi,  who  has
campaigned for  the rights  of  political  prisoners,  were arrested earlier.  Dr.
Saibaba was abducted in broad daylight while returning from a college within
the University of Delhi, one of the high security zones of Delhi, with CCTV
cameras all around. What was the necessity or the rationale for the police to
abduct  a  teacher  and  a  family  man,  a  person  who  is  in  reach  of  police
anytime and who cannot even attend nature’s call without his wheel chair
and  without  someone’s  assistance?  When  he  was  returning  home  after
conducting exam duty at Daulat Ram College in his car, he was attacked and
both his driver and Dr. Saibaba were blind folded and thrown into separate
cars as gunny bags. Dr. Saibaba’s life partner Vasantha was informed about
the abduction much later. Was it necessary for the police to resort to such
high drama?

After the verdict of a five bench judge of the former Andhra Pradesh
High Court to register every encounter killing as a murder crime, the police
authorities managed to get a stay order from the Supreme Court on that
verdict.  Later,  the state governments and central  government filed cases



against this verdict. And they pleaded to control the Maoists followers and
sympathizers  in  urban  areas  since  they  view these  intellectuals  as  more
dangerous than the Maoists in the forests. What is the government expecting
to  achieve  through  this  affidavit?   Through  this  affidavit,  the  state  is
expecting the judiciary to give permission to kill adivasis and dalits, who are
fighting to protect their  lands,  minerals,  livelihoods and their lives, in the
name  of  Operation  Green  Hunt,  fake  encounters,  C.60  Commandos  and
Operation Thunder Bolt. The state is suggesting that the judiciary declare the
intellectuals and academicians who oppose this state sponsored war against
its own people and who stand in solidarity with the adivasis, dalits and the
vast sections of the oppressed, to be declared members of a banned outfit
and thus face severe punishment. In case of Dr. Saibaba, he was accused as
the  urban  contact  for  the  Maoists  from  the  capital  of  this  state’s
establishment. 

It was not so long ago that Dr. Binayak Sen was implicated falsely in
such a case, and was given a life sentence. Dr. Binayak Sen was arrested for
visiting Narayan Sanyal in Raipur prison to enquire about his ill health. Now
Dr. Saibaba is also accused of having contacts with Kobad Ghandy in Delhi’s
Tihar  Jail,  Narayan  Sanyal  in  Hazari  Bagh  prison,  and  Prasad  Verma  in
Visakhapatnam  prison.  People  working  towards  the  release  of  political
prisoners will have to meet them in prisons to consult on such matters. Here,
in the cases of above mentioned people, all of them are old, aged above 60
and 70, and living with severe health problems. If attempting to provide legal
assistance  to  these  people  in  courts  is  also  considered  a  crime  in  this
system, then how shameful to call this very system a democratic one.

While police came to search Dr. Saibaba’s house in the Aheri case, they
had a search warrant in a case of ‘stolen property’. This was a pretext to
harass, intimidate and build a case through the ‘recovered’ items from his
place  of  residence.  The  Aheri  police  tried  to  claim  that  the  items  being
‘recovered’ by them were the goods stolen from Aheri while really searching
and  confiscating  personal  items  of  Dr.  Saibaba  that  included  electronic
hardware, software, computer disks, mobile phones and books. Meanwhile,
the Aheri police went on to claim that Hem Mishra was the courier between
Dr. Saibaba and Ganapathy, in order to implicate Dr. Saibaba along with Hem
Mishra,  Prashant  Rahi  and  others.  Since  the  Delhi  University  Teachers
Association (DUTA), democratic organizations, intellectuals and academicians
stood in solidarity with Dr. Saibaba, his arrest was delayed by a few months.
Else the police could have arrested him soon after the raid at his residence.
In  fact,  Dr.  Saibaba  could  have  been  arrested  much  earlier  for  waging
democratic  struggles  in  the  University,  for  fighting  for  justice  on  various
issues,  and strongly  articulating against feudal  and imperial  forces of  the
world. It is not a surprise that Dr. Saibaba who writes and speaks against
injustice and who gained support from all democratic forces, and who does
not possess anything except enormous commitment and solidarity from the



struggling masses, naturally aroused the anger of the university authorities
and the state. 

It was two or three after his arrest that Dr. Saibaba’s partner Vasantha
got  to  know  that  he  was  abducted  and  later  declared  arrested  by  the
Maharashtra police, first flown out of Delhi to Nagpur and finally produced in
Aheri court. When she expressed her fear about his health, the deputy I G
Ravindra Kadam assured her that he would be looked after, provided VVIP
treatment and if necessary, Dr. Saibaba will be taken in an ambulance. On
the day after his arrest, when Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru University students
demonstrated in front of the Maharashtra Bhavan, the Maharashtra Bhavan
Public Relations Officer assured the demonstrators that Dr. Saibaba would be
provided necessary health care.  But, how do these authorities answer for
their failure to provide Dr. Saibaba with any medicines from the 9th of May till
the 14th? Dr. Saibaba has been under long-term medication for high blood
pressure and heart related complications. Without timely medication, he has
repeatedly fallen unconscious in custody. He needs basic medicines at all
times. In fact, he always needs someone’s assistance for everyday functions.
The police not only denied any medical care, but also refused to let him have
any of the medicines he was carrying with him before producing him in the
court. Furthermore, he was even denied the medicines handed over to him
by his brother Ramdev when he visited him at the Nagpur prison on the 14 th

of July.  He was kept in Nagpur prison in the solitary cell, where there is no
light, fan and no assistance from any one. He had to attend to nature’s call in
the  cell  without  any  one’s  assistance.  Prison  officials  expressed  their
helplessness by saying that, “we don’t have prior information that you will be
brought here, we don’t have any orders to make special arrangements for
you, what all we were told is to keep you in a high security single cell”. This
is  the  VVIP  treatment  that  was  assured  for  Dr.  Saibaba  on  two different
occasions!

It is not difficult to understand the way the State treats an intellectual
and a democratic person who supports the ideology of a party viewed as the
biggest internal security threat to its own existence. Since then, it has been
declared  that  Dr.  Saibaba will  be  interrogated by  the  Chhattisgarh  Police
about his connections with the Maoists as well. It is clear that he will not only
be  confined  to  a  prison  cell  but  also  be  subjected  to  repeated  rigorous
mental  harassment.  Dr.  Saibaba had already informed the prison officials
that he will sit for indefinite hunger strike if he is not provided the facilities
that a person with disability is entitled to. It is not new for Dr. Saibaba to
undergo  this  kind  of  harassment.  Dr.  Saibaba  has  been  subjected  to
harassment  by  University  authorities  since  Chidambaram was  the  Home
Minister because of his relentless struggle against several anti-student and
anti-teacher  policies.  If  the  police  believe  they  can  break  his  will  and
commitment through this kind of harassment, they will be proven wrong.



Why do  we  need  to  talk  about  Dr.  Saibaba  today?   When a  Delhi
University professor, renowned person in several countries, is subjected to
such harassment by the State, one can as well imagine, the treatment meted
out  to  the  adivasis  who  stand  up  for  their  right  to  exist.   Prior  to  the
formation of Gadchiroli district, in 1980, November 2nd, Peddi Shankar was
brutally  killed  in  an  encounter  by  the  police  when  he  crossed  the  river
Godavari and entered the Sironcha region. This was the very first encounter
killing in Maharashtra. The Aheri region is the very same place where the
Peddi Shankar encounter sparked a fire in Maharasthra and witnessed other
brutal acts of suppression when attempts were made to conduct Agricultural
Workers and Farmers conference in 1984 in Kamalapur forests. Here, not only
writers,  artists  and  democratic  people  from  Maharashtra  but  also  from
Andhra Pradesh and other states were arrested, while they were going to
attend the conference in Gadhchiroli. In spite of all these, Gadchiroli became
a part of Dandakaranya now. Being part of Dandakaranya is not only about
fighting against Operation Green Hunt, but also an attempt to realize self
governance  and  implementing  the  self  sufficiency  and  exercising  the
sovereignty on their resources, livelihoods and their lives by the adivasis. It is
an  attempt  to  rediscover  the  humanness  in  a  modern  perspective  while
fighting against state repression and violence tooth and nail.
 

As  a  literature  student,  as  an  intellectual  and  as  a  person  with
philosophical approach towards social and political conditions in this society,
if  Dr.  Saibaba  committed  a  crime  by  writing  and  talking  about  peoples’
history, which is being rebuilt  by the people themselves, among us, then
each one of us have committed this crime by speaking up for the people. If
we  don’t  stand  together  and  fight  this  injustice  now,  our  silence  will  be
questioned by the future generations. How many times do we need to repeat
and remember the danger of remaining silent when those amongst us face
injustice?


