
Life in Jail: The Ordeal after the Arrest

Since  his  arrest  on  the  9th of  May,  Dr.  GN  Saibaba  has  been
abducted, flown to Nagpur, produced in Aheri Court, and shunted
from Gadchiroli to the anda cell of the Nagpur Central Jail where the
jail  authorities  washed  their  hands  off  the  entire  situation  by
claiming  they  were  not  prepared  for  someone  with  his  physical
condition. From the time of his arrest Dr. Saibaba had to undergo a
lot of physical and mental harassment and abuse at the hands of
the police. They have been completely insensitive to the fact that he
has a disability of 90 percent and is confined to the use of a wheel
chair,  and  is  unable  to  perform  even  his  daily  routine  without
assistance. 

In fact, the careless way in which Dr. Saibaba’s wheel chair
was handled, after the abduction and arrest, damaged it badly and
caused him physical harm. After this, he was subjected to a long
journey over three days, without any breaks in between, before he
was thrown into the Nagpur jail. Dr. Saibaba himself best describes
this harrowing experience, in one of the letters that he wrote from
jail:

I  was  subjected  to  physical  harassment,  extreme  hardship  and
mental agony in the 72 hours of time since I was abducted…. My
individual dignity and self-respect was violated by treating me as
luggage, which they carried from Delhi to Aheri and unbundled it
before the Magistrate on 10 May at 4.30. I was made to sit in my
wheelchair or was put on vehicles on journey without a break for
more than 72 hours till  they hurled me into Nagpur Central jail. I
was not allowed to go to toilet or sleep and the lock-up in which I
was kept in Aheri police station didn’t have a toilet. 

When  Dr.  Saibaba  was  produced  before  the  doctors  in  the
Government hospital in Aheri for the mandatory medical check-up,
his  recorded  blood  pressure  was  160/120.  The  doctors
recommended  immediate  medical  investigations  with  regard  to
cardiac, orthopedic and spinal problems. However, Dr. Saibaba got
none of the recommended treatment.  All  he was given were two
tablets  of  Ecosprin!  In  fact,  the  Nagpur  jail  had  no  wheelchair
accessibility  and as  Dr.  Saibaba himself  puts  it,  he was “literally
lifted like a sack of sand by the constables” thereby violating his
dignity and perpetuating violence on his person. 

On reaching the Nagpur jail Dr. Saibaba could not again use
the toilet, as there were no toilet facilities for a wheelchair bound
person in this jail too. As he had not been able to use the toilet, he
could also not eat. After the long and hard journey from Delhi to
Aheri and from there to Nagpur, during which time he had not used
the toilet, slept or had food he fell unconscious and started bleeding
profusely from his ears and nose. Some bumps also appeared on his



scalp, which too started bleeding profusely. In spite of all this, the
police and the jail authorities refused to do anything to lessen this
extreme suffering. 

Throughout his journey from Delhi to Aheri and to Nagpur, the
investigating officers also went on making several veiled threats to
Dr. Saibaba, adding to his psychological harassment. The Magistrate
that he was taken to in Aheri, was the very same N G Vyas who had
passed an illegal search warrant in September, without mentioning
the  case  number  or  any  details  of  the  case.   The  Magistrate
informed Dr. Saibaba that he couldn’t be taken into custody in Aheri
as there were no facilities there for a wheel chair bound person. Yet,
the same Magistrate sent him to Nagpur prison, which too did not
have any such facilities.  Dr.  Saibaba requested the Magistrate to
order the Nagpur jail authorities to provide him with a wheelchair
accessible environment in the jail and he also requested for people
who  could  assist  him.  Though  the  Magistrate  agreed  to  do  this,
when Dr. Saibaba reached the Nagpur prison he realized that none
of this was arranged, as the Magistrate had not given the needed
order. The jail authorities also did not do anything to provide him the
needed facilities, saying that there was no order to do so. 

This is how Dr. Saibaba describes his ordeal in jail:

“I was hurled into the Nagpur Central Prison at 2.30 am on 11th May
morning at a time when no jail officer was on duty. It was the guards
who received me. My wheelchair was broken by then in the hands of
the Maharashtra police. The guards found it difficult to wheel me
inside. Somehow, I was brought to an overcrowded ‘adaan’ barrack
where everyone was asleep scattered all around. I was asked by the
guards to sit in my wheelchair till the morning when the jail officers
would come and decide where to lodge me”. 

It was only the next morning that the jail officers arrived to verify his
papers. Till then Dr. Saibaba had to keep sitting in his wheelchair
without having used the toilet or eaten anything and without any
medicines made available for his various ailments. 

After  the jail  authorities  verified his  papers,  he  was  cruelly
sent to the solitary cell of the “anda” barrack where too he was not
provided the special facilities that his condition demanded. Here too
there was no proper toilet facility and there was not even a bench or
an elevated platform that he could use to move on to his wheelchair.
The jail authorities were not ready to help him in any way. In fact,
they  asked  him  to  ask  other  inmates  for  assistance,  without
arranging for someone to do it for him.

Dr.  Saibaba  protested  this  utterly  callous  attitude  of  the
authorities and kept on requesting for better facilities continuously.
Every evening he protested by refusing to get locked up. Many of



the other prisoners also protested along with him by refusing to get
locked up. 

After  continuous  struggle  Dr.  Saibaba  managed  to  get  his
wheelchair repaired and he also got two inmates to assist him in his
daily  routine.  However  his  struggle  for  medicines  and  treatment
continues.  Recently  Dr.  Saibaba  availed  a  Sessions  Court  order,
which  asks  the  jail  authorities  to  provide  him  with  medical
investigations and further treatment. 

Some of the medical reports that have come out so far are
shocking. The scan, X-Ray and MRI report shows that both the top
two and bottom two vertebrae of Dr. Saibaba has been dislocated.
Due to this his spine has bent to the right side and the ribs in the
chest have been pushed together creating a phenomenon called ‘rib
crowding.’  He  has  been  doing  the  exercises  taught  by  the  jail
authorities for the last four months, instead of getting proper check
up and treatment done. It appears that these exercises have only
aggravated the situation. The doctors have ruled out TB so far, but
have asked him to conduct further investigations and treatment in a
Super Specialty hospital,  as his condition is complex and serious.
The doctors also think that he might have to undergo a major spinal
surgery along with a detailed examination of his heart condition too.

Most importantly, it is extremely distressing to learn from his
letters that Dr. Saibaba’s entire left hand is almost paralyzed now
because of the pressure on the nerves in the hand caused by the rib
crowding and the problem in the spine. The condition in his left hand
is progressively deteriorating and it is also giving him constant pain.
He is even finding it difficult to sit now. 

A  few days  ago,  the  new Aheri  Magistrate,  with  whom Dr.
Saibaba had a videoconference ordered for  a complete check up
and treatment accordingly. However, this is yet to be done. So far,
the jail  authorities  have only  continually  ignored his  requests  for
medical investigations. He continues to have black outs and suffers
from hypertension,  cardiac  problems  and  spinal  and  brittle  bone
issues. All  of this gives him excruciating joint pain and backache.
The only  medicines that the jail  doctors give him for  all  this  are
some painkillers and Citrozen tables. 

With  all  the  UN  resolutions  on  the  treatment  of  physically
challenged  people  in  jail  and  the  greater  awareness  about  the
problems of  those who are physically  challenged,  it  is  extremely
shocking to see the way in which Dr. Saibaba has been treated after
he was taken into custody by the Maharashtra police. In light of this,
it  is clear that the police as well  as the jail  officials have flouted
every  humanitarian  norm and legal  provision  that  a  person  with
disability  is  entitled  to.  Furthermore,  the  authorities  have



consistently lied about his medical condition in court. The police and
jail  authorities  have  gone  to  great  lengths  to  ensure  that  Dr.
Saibaba’s suffering multiplies each day and he faces physical and
mental punishment even before the trial begins. This has been done
in order to break his morale and spirit, to the extent that his life is
seriously  endangered.  Justice  Kolse  Patil,  his  wife  Vasantha  and
many others who have visited Dr. Saibaba in jail  have repeatedly
reiterated this concern.


