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Around 200 members of Delhi University from different colleges gathered together
at the Arts Faculty, North Campus to condemn the arrest of Professor G.N. Saibaba
and his solitary confinement in Nagpur jail and demanded his immediate release.
The meeting was addressed by Ms. A. S. Vasantha, wife of G.N. Saibaba, along with
many University teachers including Professor Nandita Narain, President of Delhi
University Teachers’ Association (DUTA), students and teachers of Ram Lal Anand
College  (where  Professor  Saibaba  is  teaching)  and  Mr.  Amar  Singh,  General
Secretary of Delhi University SC/ST Employees’ Union, and Professor Vikas Gupta
(Sambhavna,  a  disability  rights  group).  Many  student  organizations  also
participated in the protest and extended their solidarity to Professor Saibaba. 

The  members  of  the  University  community  raised  serious  apprehensions
about the safety and security of those who criticize government policies and speak
in favour of the poor and the marginalized. Concerns were also raised about the
manner in which the autonomy of the University and freedom of opinion in the
University is getting eroded. Delhi University, one of the premier universities of the
country,  today stands compromised as the custodian of  free  voice and critical
thinking. They also condemned the manner in which Operation Green Hunt, a war
against  the  poorest  in  the  country  waged  by  the  richest,  is  extended  to
universities. They also questioned the constitutionality of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), under which any dissent can easily criminalized. 

The University community demanded that
 Professor G.N. Saibaba should be immediately and unconditionally released. 
 His suspension from college be revoked without delay.
 The  charges  against  Professor  G.N.  Saibaba  under  UAPA  be  scrapped

immediately.
 Police interference in the University be stopped forthwith and the space to

voice dissent should be protected.
 Action should be taken against the policemen who illegally abducted a 90%

disabled wheel chair bound person and kept him in solitary confinement. 

The  University  community  resolved  to  intensify  the  struggle  and  approach
democratic  sections  of  society  to  put  pressure  on  the  government  to  release
Professor G.N. Saibaba and to ensure that he is not denied the basic Constitutional
safeguards and that his rights as a disabled person are protected. 

All  India  Democratic  Students  Organztn.  (AIDSO),  All  India  Forum  for  Right  to  Education
(AIFRTE),  All  India  Students’  Association  (AISA),  Campus  Front  of  India  (CFI),  Common
Teachers’ Front (CTF), Disha, Democratic Students, Union, DU (DSU-DU), Democratic Teachers’
Front (DTF),  Forum for Democratic Struggle (FDS),  Janhastakshep, Janvadi Shikshak Manch
(JSM),  Krantikari  Yuva  Sanghatan  (KYS),  Nowruz,  New  Social  Initiative  (NSI),  PACHHAS,
Progressive Democratic Students Union (PDSU), Sambhavana, Save Democracy Repeal AFSPA
Group (SDRAG),  Students’ Islamic Organization of India (SIO),  Students Federation of India
(SFI)


